Mount Claremont
Primary School
“We Care”
Wednesday, 3 June 2020
Term 2, Week 6
FROM THE PRINCIPAL
IMPORTANT DATES!

Dear Parents,
Thursday 4 & 11 June
The Premier, Mr Mark McGowan recently announced Phase 3 to
gradually reduce restrictions due to Covid-19 which becomes effective from Saturday, 6 June. The Department of Education will be
providing schools with guidelines to implement the new changes
soon.
From Monday, 8 June, parents are permitted on the school site.
However, the current drop-off and pick-up procedures at gates and
the driveway have been highly effective and we would like this to
continue.
Positives have been:


Students improved independence and resilience. They are
quite capable of getting themselves organized for the school
day. A good life skill.



Students showing less separation anxiety. They say goodbye,
happily go to class and wellbeing has improved.



Students have never been more settled or prepared to start the
school day. This has been a game changer!



Orderly and calm students.



Significant improvement in students being punctual and not
late.



Families of siblings helping each other to get to class.



Reduced traffic congestion around the school.



Less wear and tear on the school grounds by not having cars
parked on the grass.



Parent feedback has been positive. Getting to work and home
quicker, less time waiting around, not having to park and get all
the young children out of the car when using the driveway.



Parents have adapted to changes well and don’t feel “obligated”
to have to hang around the school.



Reduced interruptions in the school office.



Teachers being able to get on with teaching quickly, especially
in the mornings.
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Have Sum Fun Maths Year
5/6
Friday June 12
Footy Colours Day
Monday 15 June
P&C Meeting 7pm
Wednesday 17 June
Board Meeting 6pm
Wednesday 1 July
Early Close 12.00

School Watch
Phone 1800 177 777
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Partnerships with parents is important to our school and we need to think about what is best for the
children and their education.
From Monday, parents are asked to carefully consider if they need to be on the school site. There
are limitations of 100 people and 2 x 2m space while being on the school site. Students are encouraged to continue to come to class on their own. Staff and students only in the classrooms. The current drop-off and pick -up arrangements will continue with staff supervision.
Parents must report to the office to collect children for appointments and the children will be brought
to the Front Office. Children who are late to school must go the office to be signed-in and they will
walk to class. Kindy and Pre Primary children will be escorted to class by staff.
Over the next few weeks the school will be gathering data from students, staff and parents to determine the positives and negatives of drop-off and pick-up processes and to make changes if needed.
Once restrictions are lifted further in Phase 4 we can look forward to whole school events, assemblies, class gatherings and social events.
Marringup Nature Trail
In 2006 the P&C had a project to develop a native garden on the corner of Alfred Road and Montgomery Avenue. This year the school received a Landcare grant to revitalize the Marringup Nature
Trail. Last weekend a small number of volunteers planted 300 new plants in the area. It looks fabulous. Many thanks to volunteers Damon Buckley (Coordinator) and his family, Whyte family and the
Gan family for helping. We still have a few more things to do in the area, but it will be a lovely natural space for our community to enjoy.
Tracey Oakes
Principal

Reporting to Parents Semester 1
I want to thank you again for your support throughout what has been a very unusual school semester. The COVID-19 pandemic is affecting our entire community and has presented us with extraordinary challenges in managing schooling during the first half of 2020. I am pleased that together, we
have been able to make the best of this situation and ensure your child’s safety and continuity of
learning.
With the regular attendance of many students being lower over this time, the breadth and depth of the
curriculum covered throughout Semester 1 may have been reduced. For this reason, schools are not
required to include A to E grades on this year’s Semester 1 student reports. It also means any written
comments may provide less information on their progress than usual.
Teachers will give a learning area effort mark for every learning area and there will be a written comment for English, Mathematics and a General Comment. The overall Attitude, Behaviour and Effort
will appear at the bottom of the report.
Thank you for your continued support and encouragement as we work together to provide the best
learning opportunities for our students. As we progress, we’ll be sure to keep you updated with any
new information regarding reporting to parents either via email or through Connect.
Reports will be emailed on Monday 29 June. If your email address has changed, please contact the
Front Office so that the records can be updated.
Libby Johnson
Deputy Principal
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Science
Our focus for Science this term has been Earth and Space Science.
The Pre-primary students have been learning all about the weather. We have made cloud posters and clouds in a jar to show our understandings of the different cloud covers – clear skies, partly
cloudy, mostly cloudy and overcast. We have also created cardboard thermometers to describe different temperatures and drawings to show what we wear, activities we do and food we eat in the 4 different seasons. It was great it was raining last week as we got to explore how we measure rainfall using a
rain gauge. We are going to continue finding out more about the weather by conducting a wind experiment.
The Year One students have been discussing the changes we see around us. We have been
looking closely at natural changes including day and night, the seasons and our environment around
us. We are really good at using our science terminology to discuss when things are natural, manmade, managed and neglected. We will be conducting an investigation on how man-made things can
change and how human interaction can impact nature and the environment.
In Year Two we have done a lot of hands on experiments to explore Earth ’s resource of water.
We have investigated how water will soak in or run off which is helping us understand the water cycle.
Working in collaborative groups, we have made a miniature landscape to demonstrate the ongoing water cycle – collection, evaporation, condensation, precipitation which will then either soak in or run off.
Seeing the water cycle happen in the clear container helped us to then create a paper plate water cycle representation. We are going to continue our investigating of water seeing how it gets to Australian
homes.
Year Three students have been investigating night and day. We have discovered that the Earth
orbits the Sun as the Moon orbits the Earth all while the Earth spins around on its axis. We have spent
time investigating shadows and how they change throughout the day. We know that our shadows will
change shape, size and position as the Earth spinning on its axis makes it look like the sun is moving
in the sky. We have had a lot of discussions on how we are on the light side of the Earth when it is
daytime and on the shadow side of the Earth when it is night-time. Our ability to show our findings in
diagrams has been ‘out of this world’! Moving forward, we are going to plan and conduct a shadow experiment.
Teagan Yates
Science Teacher
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Budding Engineers
The Year 1's have shown off some amazing engineering prowess over the last few weeks, completing a number of challenges in class. In the spirit of Lego Masters the students were challenged to
design and build a tower that was taller than Mr Cecins, and could also stand on it's own for at least
15 seconds. They had to find a way to build the structure and get it upright (without any vertical assistance from the teacher!).
Through some trial and error, the students were able to build a stable base and safety was assured
by some helpful signs from the Malones. The kids smashed the brief by, not only creating a tower
taller than Mr Cecins, but dwarfing him and almost reaching the roof! The tower stood stable for well
over 3 minutes and was carefully demolished by the students. They were impressed with how much
there design matched that of the worlds tallest skyscraper - the Burj Khalifa, having only seen the
building after their tower was already built and demolished.
Tom Cecins
Year 1 Teacher
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Golden Star Awards Term 2 Week 6

Room 10 Year 1

Indiana M, Danil M, Taj B, Kiri G, Summer H

Room 14 Year 2

Freddie C, Shea G, Rory P, Max C, Maxwell M, Tabitha K, Oskar
G, Isobel R, Jake S, Harper R, Julian A

Room 2 Year 3

Jason G, Angela L, Charlie C

Room 6 Year 5

Flynn M, Bella M

Room 5 Year 5/6

Dastin K, Amelie C, Jocelyn F, Dylan C, Flynn W

Lunch Orders Online
Lunch Orders are available again Mondays and Fridays order before 8am.

https://www.schoollunchonline.com.au/

Lost Property
Any labelled lost property will be returned to your child before the end of this week.
Can you please encourage your children to look in the lost property box which is in the Undercover Area.
Please help us by labelling all hats, lunch boxes, water bottles and uniforms.
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Please bring a gold coin donation $
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Chaplain News with Jane Marsh (Wednesday and Friday).
Anxiety and Coping With the Coronavirus | Child
Mind Institute
We’re all on edge because of the coronavirus. Our daily lives
have been disrupted, we aren’t sure what tomorrow may
bring, and for many of us the nonstop news and social media
coverage isn’t helping.
childmind.org

https://childmind.org/article/anxiety-and-coping-with-coronavirus/
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Kindy Enrolments for 2021 are
now open. Please go to the link below to
down load an application form.

http://www.mountclaremontps.wa.edu.au/

Pre-Primary Enrolments for 2021
are now open. Even if your child is already enrolled at Mount Claremont Primary School you
will need to complete an application for enrolment

http://www.mountclaremontps.wa.edu.au/
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Year 7 Enrolments 2021 are now open.
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