Mount Claremont Primary
School
“We Care”
Thursday, 5 September, 2019
Term 3, Week 7
FROM THE PRINCIPAL

IMPORTANT DATES!

Dear Parents and Friends,
After a fabulous family holiday in Ireland, I have been thrilled to hear of the
many events that the staff, students and parents have been involved in; Yr
5/6 Camp, Japanese Cultural Exchange Program, Book Week and excursions.

Friday 5 September
MCGT Yrs 4 & 5 Auditions
Saturday 7 September

The school received lovely letters from Mr Kawami, Chairman, Yabu City
Board of Education and Mr Ikeda, Principal, Takinoya Elementary School.
They expressed their gratitude to our school community, host families
(Leila, Emma, Amelia, Daniel and Alice) and especially to Mrs Johnson and
Sensei Barndon.
NAPLAN ONLINE 2019
Preliminary NAPLAN data has been released to schools but the data is incomplete. Schools have been advised that the final data will be released
later in the month along with Year 3 and Year 5 Student NAPLAN Reports.
More information will be shared with the community as it becomes available.

Father’s Camp Out
Tuesday 10 September
P&C Meeting 7.00pm
Wednesday 11 September
Staff Meeting 3.15pm
School Board Meeting 6.00pm
Thursday 12 September

Despite the cool weather the Faction Athletics Carnival was a great day of
fun, sportsmanship and having a go. Congratulations, to Wambiri for being
Faction Champions 2019 and a top effort to Nyanda and Boogalla Factions.
Once again Mr Staples and staff organised a terrific event.
The financial support of the P&C Association is an incredible resource for
the school community. Construction of the Nature Playground on the oval
is looking amazing and the students can’t wait for it to be finished. Soon
parents will be asked to assist as volunteers for Show Parking. Please help
where you can and support our school.

MCGT Yr 6 Auditions

Interschool Jumps and Throws
Yrs 3-6
Friday 13 September
Assembly Rm 15
MCGT Year 6 Auditions
Wednesday 18 September

Finally, my sincere thanks to Mrs Johnson and Mrs Rogers for demonstrating outstanding leadership and keeping our great school ticking along
beautifully while I was on leave.

Interschool Carnival Yrs 3-6

Wishing you all the best for the Father’s Camp Out this weekend.
School Watch
Phone 1800 177 777

Tracey Oakes
Principal
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IXL MATHS
STAR OF THE WEEK: Lina Room 6 & Year 4/5 (Class)

Individual Performance
Individual Performance

English

Questions

Maths

Answered

Questions
Answered

Pre-Primary Room Hanya
15

29

Ariella

80

Pre-Primary Room Hugo
14
Sam
Year 1 Room 9
Jade

48

Hanya
Hugo

58
78

30
92

Adam
Willow

35
124

Year 1/2 Room 10

Willow
Miya

76
81

Jessica
Atti

48
160

Year 2 Room 11

Jake
Stuart

28
283

Isla
Stuart

144
439

Year 2/3 Room 2

Jason
Penny

185
178

Jason
Penny

194
282

Year 3/4 Room 3

Matilda
Max

80
158

Jude
Zak

195
486

Year 4/5 Room 6

Isaac
Lina

146
425

Isaac
Lina

159
721

Year 5/6 Room 5

Kai
Ethan

230
247

Matt
George

265
177

Addison

131

Audrey

152

Class Performances
Questions Answered
English

PP- Room 15
PP Room 14
Year 1 Room 9
Year 1/2 Rm 10
Year 2 Room 11
Year 2/3 Room 2
Year 3/4 Room 3
Year 4/5 Room 6
Year 5/6 Room 5

Questions Answered

Total Time spent

Maths

29
123
470
131

138
165
255
608

56 mins
1 hour 46 mins
4 hours 55 mins
5 hours 14 mins

553
957
895
1254
1231

1062
1598
1819
2769
1193

10 hours 21 mins
13 hours 57 mins
19 hours 37 mins
31 hours 15 mins
21 hours 1 min

Libby Johnson
Deputy Principal
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VCOP
Throughout the school, the children have been involved in activities that help them to gain more
knowledge about how to improve their own writing. As well as focusing on the genre-specific writing features, they have been learning to always focus on four core targets - Vocabulary, Connectives, Openers and Punctuation (V.C.O.P) – as a way of improving all of the writing they do.

What is V.C.O.P.?
V.C.O.P. are the four core targets we use to teach writing. Vocabulary Connectives Openers Punctuation
You may have noticed that each class has begun setting up a V.C.O.P wall and we have all introduced activities relating to the vocabulary area of V.C.O.P .

Vocabulary (Wow words!)
It is important that children begin to think carefully about the vocabulary they choose and the effect
that it has on the reader. We promote the use of “WOW” words in writing. These are words that are
ambitious for the children to use; they can ‘upskill’ their nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs:
Noun - A word that names a person, place or thing: The exhausted, frightened youngster trudged
slowly through the thick mud.
Adjective– A word used to describe a person, place or thing: The exhausted, frightened youngster
trudged slowly through the thick mud.
Verb - A word to describe action; what is happening in the sentence: The exhausted, frightened
youngster trudged slowly through the thick mud.
Adverb - A word to describe how the action is taking place: The exhausted, frightened youngster
trudged slowly through the thick mud.

How can you help?
A lot of parents and siblings have already been a fantastic help in providing students with new and
exciting 'WOW' words for our V.C.O.P walls. Here are some other great ways you can help at
home 

Read to, and with, your child.



Talk about and write down interesting (wow) words in the stories you are reading at home.



Ask your child to try using the words you have found in a sentence.



When you use a word your child is unfamiliar with, discuss what it means with them
(encourage them to use the word in a sentence).



Discuss with them words that you would use in different situations (e.g. formal, informal).



Have a mini-quiz: ‘How many words can you think of instead of ‘said’?’ or ‘went’, ‘nice’,
‘good’. Put each one in a sentence.



Give your child two different words and ask them to make different a sentence from them.
E.g. ‘magical’ and ‘boy’



Encourage your child to look up vocabulary to find possible synonyms (a word or a phrase
that means the same).

Thank you for all your support and together we can all make a difference to students' writing at
MCPS!
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Zoo Excursion
On Tuesday the 3rd of September students from Pre-Primary to Year 2 went on an all day excursion to
The Perth Zoo, as a part of their Biological Science units. While the Pre-Primary students participated in
the Bush Party workshop, where they explored the Australian Bushwalk, the Year 1 and 2 students
learned all about the basic needs of our native species, and the threats to their survival, in the Magic
Forest workshop.
Students also had the opportunity to explore the zoo with their classes, where they got to find and learn
all about their favourite animals. The students were sharp with their spotting of animals that were sleeping or hiding, and some lucky parents particularly enjoyed spotting a very rare West Coast Eagle!
The students had a great day and we appreciate the help of our wonderful parents on the excursion.

Tom Cecins
Year 1/2Teacher
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Minkey
Another season of Minkey at Mount Claremont Primary School has come to a close. This year we
moved to the UWA Hockey Club and had five full teams in the competition:
The Scorpions (Year 1) - Jonathan Petterson and Christina Graham
The Jets (Year 1/2) - Marc Davis and Dean Whyte
The Flames (Year 1/2) - Mike and Emily Dickson, Leo Bates
The Strikers (Year 3) Dave Boylson and Kate Keenan
The Swans (Year 4) - Sarah Brazier and Marnie Shields
This was fantastic turn out with solid grounding for lots of Minkey opportunities for our kids in the future.

Our year 4 Swans sadly had their last year and players will now move to club level hockey with whatever club they choose. Heartfelt thanks to Coach, Sarah Brazier for her dedication and to Marnie
Shields for managing over the last 4 years for the Swans.
As always we wound up the season with an afternoon sausage sizzle complete with games and player
recognitions.
Thank you to our other parent coaches and managers for another successful year of Minkey at Mount
Claremont.
Christine Burke will no longer be coordinating the Minkey for Mount Claremont Primary School. A new
coordinator is being sought - preferably before the end of the school year.
Queries can be forwarded to mindset4life@gmail.com
Christine Burke
Minkey Co-Ordinator
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Visual Arts
I was delighted to hear some wonderful news recently about our creative art students and their achievements in a local art competition. A number of our students entered the MLC Young Artists Prize and
during the judging process, Nathan (Year 2), Diya (Year 4) and Lina (Year 4) were selected as finalists
for their art work. After judging took place, Nathan was awarded third place in the Year 1-3 category.
Congratulations, Nathan!
Amongst the many people who viewed the MLC exhibition of art works in August was our Federal Member of Parliament, Celia Hammond. She saw Diya's art work and was so impressed with it, she offered
to purchase it from Diya. She really liked the message that Diya's art work conveyed and said it encapsulated all that she is passionate about. Diya said she felt honoured that MP Celia Hammond liked her
art work and has gifted it to her and, in return, MP Celia Hammond presented Diya with an Ed Art Supplies voucher for our school's visual arts department. I would like to thank Diya for presenting the
voucher to me last Thursday. MP Celia Hammond intends to hang Diya's art work in her Parliament
House office in Canberra. Such a fantastic achievement, Diya. Congratulations and well done!
Simone Shedley
Visual Arts

Father’s Day
What a fun-filled Friday afternoon we had celebrating the fabulous fathers of Rooms 9 & 10!
Our students hosted their special guests with great excitement and pride and participated in various
activities including tie-dying socks, paper plane races and portrait drawing. A big thank you to everyone who came and Mrs Aitken for her helping hand.
Kathy Hollier & Tom Cecins
Year 1 & Year 1/2 Classroom Teachers
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Father’s Day Early Childhood
A very special Father's Day morning was the cause of great excitement when the Kindy and Pre Primary students treated their loved ones to an array of surprises. Dads (and other special visitors) were
pampered with hair treatments and careful shaving to start their day. Football biscuits were decorated
with sugar delights, paper aeroplanes were designed and tested, gravity and special awareness was
tested with the cup challenge, obstacle courses were conquered, stories were shared, joint paintings
were created, ties were made to be proudly worn and playdough portraits allowed creativity to blossom. A good time was had by all and thank you to all those that came to share our special day.
The Early Childhood Staff
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Takinoya Elementary School Visit
Last month we hosted five Year Six students from our sister school in Japan, their classroom teacher
and the school principal, the deputy director of education for the region and their brand new English
teacher. They travelled to Perth from Kansai International Airport via Hong Kong and landed safely in
Perth on Monday morning, 19th August. After a very short stay they left four days later – just long
enough to fall in love with our school, our students and our city.
There are so many people to thank that I’m not going to name names – I would forget someone for
sure. Thanks go to the fabulous staff, the students and their families of Mount Claremont Primary
School who made the exchange such a valuable experience for us and for our visitors. Your kindness,
dedication and generosity are the stuff communities are made of, and our community is a very healthy
one. Thank you all. I couldn’t have done it without you.
Lois Barndon
Japanese Teacher
THE ARRIVAL OF THE JAPANESE STUDENTS by the Year 5/ 6 Class
On the 19th of August, five Japanese students and their teachers came from Japan. The school captains (us) with Mrs Johnson took them on a short tour through the school, looking in each class. This
was a nice way to show them more about Mount Claremont Primary School. They were quite nervous
at first, but when they got to know us a bit better they were much more relaxed.

Olivia and Oscar B
TUESDAY – JAPANESE CLASSES – ORIGAMI and SAUSAGE SIZZLE
On Tuesday, 20th August the Japanese students participated in a barbecue and games. In the Undercover Area there was music and everyone joined in games prepared by many of our senior students.
The games were Untangle, Balloon Pop, Get to the Middle, Stack Cup, Obstacle Course, Egg’n’Spoon
Race, Stack It and Scribble. Fantastic!
Then we ate salad, sausage in a bun and dessert, before we played a game of Golden Child and the
night ended. Everyone had a blast!
James and Alice
WEDNESDAY – BOOK WEEK PARADE AND CLASS TIME
At the start of the day we had our Bookweek Parade. The Japanese students dressed up and joined in
because Barndon Sensei had told them what was happening. They brought their costumes and books
with them from Japan.
Afterwards we showed the exchange students the way we have classes by teaching them how to use
the Australian iPad. We made an iMovie. We all played some basketball and tried to shoot some hoops
at the exact same time but the balls just went everywhere and we all started laughing. We taught them
how to play handball and they taught us how to arm wrestle. We loved spending time with the Japanese
students and they loved spending time with us. We all had so much
fun.
In the afternoon they went to Mrs Hollier’s room for a folktale and origami session.
Amelia, Indiana and Lachlan
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HOME VISITS AND FAMILY TIME
The highlight for us with the Japanese students was when we took them home for a taste of Aussie life.
Most of the families took their guests to the beach, for they had not seen a beach in a long time. Once
they came back to the houses, we did separate things. Daniel and Keisuke explored Reabold Hill and
Claremont Lake. Leila took China home, and they cooked dinner together. Emma and Ayana, Amelia
and Kota and Mr Sakamoto, and Alice and Ryugo all stayed at the beach and had fish and chips, then
came back to the school. We had time for a chat before their bus departed. We enjoyed our time with
them and we learned a lot about Japan. We hope they learned a lot about Australia and Perth.
Leila and Emma
CAVERSHAM WILDLIFE PARK

On the 22nd of August the year fives and sixes went to Caversham Wildlife Park along with the students from Takinoya Elementary School. There were multiple cute animals and we had lots of fun. Our
favourite animals were the GangGang Cockatoo alongside the dingo. We took many photos and videos
of these animals. We were split up into groups and some of our groups had a Japanese students and
sensei. Some people, unfortunately, lost their lunches to crows! Overall,
we had an amazing time, apart from the people who lost their lunches.
Addison, Oscar C and Alexander
CAVERSHAM WILDLIFE PARK
In week four of term three we were visited by the students of Takinoya Elementary School. On the Thursday we went to Caversham Wildlife Park
with them and it was great fun. We saw dingoes, kangaroos, koalas and many other great animals, but
the highlights were when the Japanese visitors got to feed the kangaroos, watch the farm show and
milk a cow. After that we went back to school.
Dean
FAREWELL ASSEMBLY
This week we had a lot of fun but the time had come to an end. We arrived back from Caversham and
gathered in the undercover area for the farewell assembly. All the things we did with the Japanese students were fun. We all had good memories and we’re sure the Japanese did too.
Mrs Johnson and some of the Year Sixes gave their speeches. We sang a Japanese song called Sakura, (thanks Mrs Buchanan), and Advance Australia Fair. Then Barndon Sensei gave them some gifts,
a certificate, and a book about Perth and the South West for their library.
Gary and Willem
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One Big Voice
Last Friday, MCPS Choir participated in the One Big Voice Festival - Matinee at the RAC Arena, singing with thousands of other students from hundreds of other schools. The children all had an amazing
time singing their hearts out in harmony and with actions with the other students. They were so excited
to see guest performer Jordan from The Voice perform too.
Well done, to all the students for making Mount Claremont Primary School proud, not only for their
wonderful singing and choreography but for their excellent behaviour too. A special mention goes to
five students who featured on the big stage; Lina and Beatrice played violin during ‘Like a Bird,’ Alice
and Diya had special compere parts and Wajd was in a small vocal group for ‘Rain.’ All girls performed
confidently and professionally.
Thank you so much also to Mrs Oakes, Mrs Johnson, Mrs Marsh and Lina’s mum for supporting the
students during the excursion. It was very heart-warming to hear positive feedback from so many parents who enjoyed seeing their child perform in this event too. Well done, everybody!
Anita Buchanan
Music Teacher
Dearest teachers,
Last Friday was nothing short of AMAZING! We thoroughly enjoyed the experience of listening to thousands of
kids and teachers singing together in harmony. Every song gave us goose bumps! We extend our gratitude to
Mrs Buchanan and the school for giving our kids such a great opportunity. This was a huge team work and kudos to all involved. Each and every kid made sure that their voice was heard :)
Thanks to Mrs Oakes, Mrs Johnson and Mrs Marsh for the support and encouragement for our kids. It was very
clear that everybody who participated went away feeling joyful and content.
Personally, we are very thankful for the opportunity that Diya got to compere, a very different experience for her
and she thoroughly enjoyed it. I heard a few of the audience speak highly of our school when Diya was compering, made us very proud as parents.
Thanking You,
Best Regards,
Soumya (Diya’s Mum)
Dear Mrs Buchanan,
Many thanks for your teaching and being with our students!
I was deeply moved by you and the other teachers (Mrs Marsh, Mrs Oakes and Mrs Johnson) last Friday.
Also, I saw the brightness of a new page from the lovely children's singing.
I am so proud of Mount Claremont Primary School and everything they do.
" The soul is healed by being with children" - Dostoyevski
Best regards,
Gemma Hyunsook Son (Lina's Mum )
One Big Voice was an amazing experience, to be able to
sing in a choir of more than 3,000 people was amazing. It is
something that is impossible to forget
Alice Year 6
Music Captain
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Faction Athletics Carnival
The last couple of weeks have been extremely busy at Mount Claremont Primary School. Last week the
Year 3-6 students competed in the Faction Jumps & Throws Carnival in the events of long throw, long
jump and triple jump. It was a fantastic day which saw many PB's recorded and a handy lead taken out
by Wambiri heading into the main carnival day. Congratulations to those students who qualified for the
Interschool Jumps & Throws Carnival on Thursday, 12 September at Hollywood PS.
Yesterday, we held our Faction Athletics Carnival, the weather wasn't fantastic but at least it didn't rain
(much). All students competed brilliantly over the entire day whether it be in individual events or team
games, demonstrating great skill, persistence and sportsmanship throughout. I'd like to thank everyone
who helped on the day including staff and parents, you all helped to make it a special day for our students. I'd also like to give a special thank you to the Faction Captains and all Year 6 students who have
been huge over the last couple of weeks in assisting at the both faction carnival events. Well Done!
A massive Congratulations to Wambiri, our 2019 Faction Athletics champions! They led from start to
finish, I must also congratlate both Nyanda and Boogalla for the way they competed during the entire
program of events too.
Wambiri - 1039

Nyanda - 858

Boogalla - 840

Champion Boys & Girls - Zak S, Bronte, Flynn, Zara, Andy, Beatrice, Willem, Olivia
Runner Up Boys & Girls - Max, Peyton, Aiden, Lotty, Hayden, Lily, Daniel, Leila
The Interschool Athletics Carnival competitor list is now available for view on the Undercover Area window, Congratulations to those who have made the team, whether it be in individual or team game
events. This carnival will be held at Mosman Park PS on Wednesday, 18 September from 10.30am 2.30pm.
Brad Staples
Physical Education Teacher
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DSM News
A few weeks ago, I was involved in some Professional Learning at DCO Rockingham to further help
students with absences and relocations. The KidSMART program along with Tyler Turtle and Sam
Super has been specifically developed with Defence families in mind. There are many resources that
I now have access to, to help those students if and when needed.
At Room 2’s assembly the other week, I introduced Trooper Monty, our new DSM mascot. Monty has
been visiting the classes to say hello to everyone and was even lucky enough to go on his first excursion to the Perth Zoo! Last Thursday and Friday he also helped out with Father’s Day activities,
where he scored a handmade tie and made some tie dye socks while eating some yummy pumpkin
soup.
Lunchtime activities have been a little slow as students have been busy practising and auditioning for
Mount Claremont’s Got Talent. The students were all happy though to make some rocky road for
Dad…I just hope the Dad’s got to enjoy it on Sunday! Monty and I are looking forward to seeing what
acts made the finals very soon.
Amber Aitken
Defence Services Mentor

Merit Certificates Week 5 Term 3
Room 14 Pre-Primary Taj and Audrey
Room 15 Pre-Primary Amelie
Room 9 Year 1

Oskar, Jack, Willow

Room 10 Year1/2

Isobel and Evan

Room 11 Year 2

Charles and Azalia

Room 2 Year 2/3

Finn and Jude

Room 3 Year 3/4

Bella and Boh

Room 5 Year 5/6

Tania and Lachlan

Physical Education

Summer, Max, Benji and Be-

Visual Arts

Aaron, Peyton and Matthew

Music

Larson
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Room 2 Assembly
The Room 2 students arrived at school on the morning of Friday, 30 August full of excitement and ready
to entertain the crowd! Dressed in costumes, demonstrating what they wanted to be when they ‘were
little’, this anticipated day finally arrived.
The class performed two short items: a poem which they adapted for reader’s theatre, titled ‘Guess
What’ and a song which they arranged using the chorus from ‘A Million Dreams’. Thanks to Mrs Buchanan for introducing this song to us.
Assembly is an opportunity for practising public speaking and performance skills they have been learning in class and they displayed their very best efforts. With a wonderful audience to perform to, Room 2
students thoroughly enjoyed their time on stage.
KaMei Rogers
Room 2 Teacher
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